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4 CAVALBY DKHX BEOVLATIOHS. 

Alignment — ^The placing of several troopers or ol several 
commands on the same straight line. 

Line. — The formation in which the elements of a command 
are deployed and placed side by side. 

Column. — ^The formation in which the elements of a com- 
mand are placed one behind the other. A platoon column is a 
platoeiT^ colutnp^ pf^i^iiad^s. A squadron column is a squadron 
in cokimu of plBrtooijs.J ^ : 

. Donbh Qiilumn. — The^ formation of the regiment in which the 
sctaftdjinis.of <each ViDgJire one behind the other in column of 
pli fobns,"^ the- two- coluhihs.igiepa rated by an interval of six 
yards. 

irolutions. — Movements by which a command changes its 
position or passes from one formation to another. 

Formation. — The regular placing of all the fractions of a 
command in line, column, or echelon. 

Deployment. — ^An evolution in which the command extends its 
front, as in forming line from column. 

Ployment. — An evolution in which the command diminishes 
its front, as in passing from line to column. 

Rally. — The rapid grouping behind the chief, of the ele- 
ments of a command, whatever may have been their previous 
situation and formation. 

The object of the rally is to reestablish cohesion with a 
view to immediate action. It is executed in the order of 
arrival of the elements of the command without regard to 
their normal order. The formation in which each unit is 
rallied is fixed in the drill instructions for that unit. 

Assembly. — The regular grouping, in normal order, behind 
the chief, of the dispersed elements of a command, whatever 
may have been their previous situation and formation. The 
object of the assembly is to place the command in regular 
formation without any preliminary evolution. 

The formation which each unit takes in assembling is fixed 
in the drill instructions for that unit. 

Foragers. — Mounted troopers of a command dispersed on a 
line. 

Scouts. — Troopers detached from their commands, operat- 
ing alone or in small groups, with a definite mission. 

Skirmishers. — Dismounted troopers dispersed on a line for 
<ire action. 



GENERAL PBINCIFLES. 

A. Except as otherwise specifically stated in these regula- 
tions, all bodies of troops are formed in double rank. 

B. The elements of all commands larger than a squadron 
are echeloned when in line to preserve flexibility, avoid crowd- 
ing, and eliminate the difficulty of maintaining an alignment 
in long fronts. 

G. Line is formed on the chief, who, as a rule, will indicate 
the objective before forming line. 

The directing unit (base unit) follows the chief and becomes 
the base of the formation. 

In forming line from column in an oblique direction the 
chief causes the head of the column to march in the new 
direction before ordering the deployment. 

D. The chief is the leader of his unit. He marches in the 
direction and at the gait desired. He is followed by the 
directing unit upon which the other units of the same kind 
regulate. In column and in echelon the directing unit is that 
at the head. In line it is the center or right center unit, 
unless otherwise indicated by the chief. 

The chief may leave the guidance of the directing unit to a 
subordinate and so become free in his movements. 

E. In movements from the halt, or when marching at the 
walk, if the gait be not specified in the command the direct- 
ing unit takes or maintains the toalk, 

P. IJne is formed to the front from column by increasing 
the gait of the rear elements without command or by indi- 
cating a gait for them. The head of the column preserves the 
gait of the march. When the formation must be hurried or 
executed on a restricted space, the leader diminishes the pace 
or gait of the leading element or halts it, according to the 
object in view. 

G. Column is formed from line on the directing unit at the 
grJt or march or at the gait ordered. The other units take or 
maintain the slower gait or halt until they can take their 
Dlace in column. 
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H. lA all otber movements, if the units have equal distances 
to go, they move at the gait of the march or at that indicated 
in the command. If the distances are not equal, the direct- 
ing unit maintains the gait of march or talses that of the 
chief; the other units talte a corresponding slower or faster 
gait, and on arriving at their places take the gait of the direct- 
ing unit The chief regulates the gait of the directing unit 
so as to facilitate the formation or to attain the object in 
view. In all formations tbe elements of the command must 
be led to their places by the shortest practicable route. 

I. To avoid repetition, movements by or to the flank are 
explained for the right only. Unless specially excepted they 
can be executed by or to the left. 

J. In turning about, unless otherwise indicated, officers and 
enlisted men turn to the left about when mounted and to the 
right about when dismounted. 

K. Oflicers, and noncommissioned officers acting as platoon 
leaders, draw and return saber with the superior commander. 

L. Means of communicating commands : 

1. Signals. 

2. Gait and direction of horse, and in general the 

example of the leader. 

3. Voice. 

4. In large commands, messengers. 

5. Trumpet calls. 

In these regulations wherever the word " command * is 
vmed it is to be understood to indicate the method of trans- 
mission of the order best suited to the conditions. 

The directing unit by the example of its march formation 
and gait explains clearly by visible signs the will of the 
chief. 

M. Exceptions to these general rules will be indicated wh^ 
necessary. 

Basis of the System. 

Two essential principles govern all the evolutions of cav- 
alry: 

1. The chief must be able to lead his unit to the attack, re- 
maining constantly the master of its direction and gait. 

2. The unit must always preserve the order and cohesion in- 
di^>en8nble to its success in the attack, and to this end the 
MOveneBts involved in aiiff arolution must be few and simple. 
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The success of all actions in war depends upon the proper 
selection of the means to the end. Therefore each cavalry com- 
mander must conform his actions to the actual conditions, 
departing when necessary from the letter of the regulations. 
The methods prescribed are devised to fit the general case. 
They are to be regarded as tools furnished the various leaders, 
who, to secure uniformity and avoid confusion, must employ 
them in the ordinary case; but everything that is not fore- 
seen by the regulations is left to the initiative of those who 
execute the action, and the interference of a chief is needed 
only when the actions of his subordinates are evidently 
erroneous. 

DIRECTION AND GAIT. 

In order that the chief may be able to direct his unit, it 
must follow him, mar<?hiug in his trace and at his gait. 

A directing unit must follow the chief or move on the point 
designated by him ; the other units regulate on this directing 
unit in all formations and in all evolutions. The directing 
unit is thus the base of the formation. 

The Inconvenience resulting from the fact that the leader 
is not In front of the center of the squadron or of the regi- 
ment when the number of component units Is even is more 
than compensated for by the facility of leading. To in- 
crease this facility still more, the directing unit in the regi- 
ment and larger bodies is somewhat in advance of the others 
In line of columns and In line. This unit, distinctly detached 
and clearly visible, translates visually, by Its formation, gait, 
and direction, the wishes of the chief. Practically the chief 
has therefore only to lead the directing unit; the other units 
regulate upon it. If he wishes temporarily to move inde- 
pendently, he has only to indicate the direction and gait to the 
commander of this unit. 

ORDER AND COHESION. 

Order Is the primary requisite for the proper execution of 
evolutions and for cohesion in the attack. The regiment is in 
order when all its squadrons are individualltf in order, what- 
ever may he their relative situation. It is of no importance 
that a squadron is not exactly in its place, if it is in order. 
Again, it is of no importance if it he exactly in its place, if 
'A arriving there or in retaining its piace it is thrown into 
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neither the chief nor the directing i^it have to ehaxm^ tbeir 
places, and because the axis of moYement of the vmit remains 
the same before, during, and after d/epkofmeBt We thus have 
a single normal method of d^>k>yBient and a single habitual 
command. 

In case of mtrprkie or when the terrain requires it a lateral 
deployment may be desirable. This is accomplished by a 
Qieclal command, which permits no doubt as to the direction 
of the deployment and which is confirmed by the position 
taken by the chief. 

3. There are cases where the deployment at the gallop is 
desirable, but there are many others where promptness in 
deployment is the first importance, and the leading unit must 
then reduce the pace at the command of the chief. The dash 
of an attack does not consist in the speed of beads of columns 
laboriously overtaken by units more or less disordered by their 
speed. The true effect comes from the coheRi<m of a united 
and compact l)ody deployed without confusion or disorder and 
taking up as a unit the gait of the charge. 
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Raise the right arm, forearm extended horizontally over the 
head to the left 

7. Halt, 

Raise the arm vertically, and retain it in that position until 
the directing unit has halted. 

8. r# change direction. 

Extend the arm in the direction of the marching flank and 
then make sweeping movement so as to indicate new direction ; 
move the horse in this direction. 

9. Oblique. 

Extend arm fully in the direction of the oblique, and move 
the horse in that direction. 

10. Line. 

liaise arm vertically and wave well down to right and left 
several times, swaying the body with the movement of the 
arm. 

11. Squads, half squads, or files. 

Rafse the arm vertically ; show four, two, or one finger. 

12. As foragers. 

Arm extended and moved rapidly several times in a hori- 
zontal plane to right and left. 

13. As skirmishers. 

Extend both arms laterally and horizontally. 

14. To the rear. 

Turn in the saddle, if mounted, and extend the arm fully to 
the rear. 

15. Fight on foot. 

Signal halt, and make repeated thrusts downward to the 
right; then Indicate the direction for the dismounted action. 

16. To dismount. 

Extend the arm horizontally to the right, palm downward, 
and wave several times toward the ground. 

17. To mount. 

Extend the arm horizontally to the right, palm up, and wave 
upward several times. 

18. Platoons. 

Hand held closed just above head. 

19. Column. 

Execute a circle on right in vertical plane, arm fully 
extended. 
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there are but three squads the right sergeant supervises the 
center and right squads. The senior sergeant in the platoon 
is posted as file closer one horse length in rear of the center 
of the platoon. 

Troopers whose duties require them to occasionally leave 
the ranks and those riding white or gray horses are placed in 
the rear rank. 

The chief of platoon is the leader of his platoon ; in line he 
is followed at one horse length by the center corporal and in 
column by the leading fraction. He is herein rcierred to as 
the leader. 

5. To form the platoon: 

The leader takes place, mounted, facing the position where 
he wishes the platoon to form and commands: FORM PLAT^Oft, 
The center corporal places himself at stand to horeo six yards 
from the leader and facing him. The other troopers of the 
front rank take place in line with him and on his right and 
left, the leader of the right squad on the right of the rank, 
the horses 18 inches apart. The front rank is completed to 
16 or 12 men. The rear rank forms at one horse length from 
the front rank. The file closer, dismounted, supervises the 
formation from the rear; the leader commands: COUNT 
FOURS, The platoon counts fours from right to left in each 
rank. 

In case the number of troopers for the rear rank is less 
than the number established in the front rank, the file closer 
will leave the necessary vacancies in the rear rank in place 
of No. 3 in squads from left to right; if the number avails 
able for the rear rank be still insufilcient, the necessary 
places as No. 2 of the rear rank will similarly be left vacant. 

If it is necessary to verify absentees, the file closer takes 
position on line with the leader in front of the right file and 
calls the roll. 

6. The leader is responsible for the regularity of gait; the 
platoon conforms to his movements. The platoon when pr<^)- 
erly instructed maneuvers habitually by signal, aided by the 
voice when necessary. 

The file closer supervises from the rear, maintaining disci- 
pline and cohesion in the ranks, thus permitting the leader to 
devote himself entirely to leading. 

In instruction^ tbe lead^ may leave the conduct and the 
'!ommand of the platoon to his next subordinate and place 
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blmself where be ean t>est observe tlie exee^tioH ei the 
mavement. 

Movements are practiced progressivrfy from walk to gallop, 
the gallop not being attempted until the platoon is thoroughly 
proficient at the slower gaits. 

7. The platoon must be drilled frequ^itly with 16 files, and 
In single rank with 24 or 32 men in rank, frequently with the 
saber drawn. In platocm maneuvers the enemy must always 
be outlined or represented. 

8. The platoon must be taught to Jump obstacles in line and 
Jn column, the instruction commencing with increased dis- 
tances between the ranks. 

Outline gf Instruction. 

9. Cfo99 order: 

(a) Mount and dismount. 
(&) Dress. 

(c) Open and close ranks. 
((f) Rein back. 
(e) March in line. 
(/) Formation of single rank. 
(g) Change of direction. 
(h) Turn, 
(i) Oblique. 

(/) Column of squads, half squads, and files. 
(k) Deployment into line from column. 
(0 Charge. 

(m) Rally and assembly. 
Extended order: 

(a) As foragers. 

(b) Line of squads. 

(c) Charge as foragers. 

(d) Scouts. 
Fighting on foot: 
Empioymont of t/ie platoon. 

MOUNT AND DISMOUNT. 

10. The platoon being formed, at the command: 1. PRE- 
PARE TO MOUmT, Nos. 1 and 3 move fonvard one horse length 
and take position of prepare to mount; 2. HfOtfifT, troopers 
mount; S, PORHf RANK, rear numbers move up into places; 
the leader and file closer take their places. 
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11. At the command : 1. PREPARE TO DISMOUNT, the leader 
and Nos. 1 and 3 move forward one horse length ; Nos. 2 and 
4 stand fast. At the command: 2. DISMOUNT, all dismount 
and stand to horse. 

12. The platoon dismounted In four ranks may be formed in 
two ranks by command: FORM RANK, Nos. 2 and 4 align 
themselves on 1 and 3. 

13. When mounting or dismounting in single rank the same 
method applies. 

DBESS. 

14. At the command: DRESS, the center and flank noncom- 
missioned officers place themselves on a line one horse length 
in rear of the leader and establish the line upon which the 
troopers form, touching stirrups lightly toward the center, 
and glancing to both right and left to see that they are ou 
the line. The leader remains fast. 

The rear nink troopers arrange themselves exactly in rear 
of their front-rank men, at one horse length. They dress upon 
the flank and center, as prescribed for the front rank. At 
command: FRONT, the dressing ceases, and eyes are fixed to 
the front. 

TO OPEN AND CLOSE BANKS. 

15. Being in line, to open ranks: 1. Open ranks, 2. MARCH, 
At the command: MARCH, the rear rank reins back to twc 
horse lengths from the front rank, each trooper being careful 
to keep the direction of his front-rank man. The leader 
moves forward one horse length and faces his platoon. Thti 
file closer reins back to two horse lengths from the rear rank 

1. C/o«e ranks, 2. MARCH, At the command: MARCH, the 
rear rank closes to one horse length, and the leader and tb( 
file closers resume their places. 

TO REIN BACK. 

16. 1. Backward, 2. MARCH, the leader and all the platoor 
rein back, until the command : 1. Platoon, 2. HALT. 

MARCH IN LINE. 

17. At the command: 1. Forward, 2. MARCH, the leader am^ 
all the platoon move forward together. The center corporal 

allows in trace of the leader, keeping his distance carefully 
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The troopers while dressing upon the center likewise regulate 
their movements by those of the leader, yielding to pressure 
from the center and resisting pressure from the flanks. They 
should look and march straight In the direction set by the 
leader, glancing toward him occasionally. 

The flank sergeants by maintaining carefully gait and direc- 
tion and by supervising the troopers of their half platoon 
contribute greatly to the regularity of movements. Correc- 
tions relating to alignment or crowding in ranks must be made 
calmly and gradually. 

The platoon is halted by the command : 1. Platoon, 2. HALT. 
The platoon dresses without command. The march in line 
should be practiced frequently at all gaits and for long dis- 
tances, avoiding halts as far as possible. The leader should 
always indicate a point of direction, which should be distant 
and distinct. 

18. The platoon passes from the walk to the trot and to the 
gallop at the command: 1. Trot, 2. MARCH; 1. Oallop, 2. 
MARCH. To return to the trot or walk : 1. Trot, 2. MARCH: 
1. Walk, 2. MARCH. The platoon may be started from the halt, 
at the trot, or gallop, and may be halted from any gait where 
circumstances require. In changing gait a distance of at least 
tbree horse lengths should be passed over after the prelim- 
inary command or signal is given and before the new gait is 
begun. 

Ohatacles in line of march. 

19. Where an obstacle is encountered which interferes with 
the march of only a few troopers, these fall back without 
command and resume their places after passing the obstacle. 

When a terrain, covered with obstacles, is encountered, the 
platoon opens out, alignment is no longer kept, and each 
trooper chooses his route, keeping an eye on his leader, who 
continues to regulate the gait and direction. Where a pas- 
sage is encountered which is too narrow to permit the front 
of the platoon to pass, and, when the leader does not wish to 
break into column, he commands: AT WILL. The center cor- 
poral remains in rear of the leader; as many as practicable 
of the troopers to the right and left of the center move up on 
line with the leader. The flank sergeants and troopers who 
oan not find room pass to the line of the file closer and all 
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close up, hea<l to croup, with their hor^ses' beads opposite the 
intervals in front. At the command : ASSEMBLE, the platooa 
re-fonus. 

20. If caught in- a defile or when circumstances require a 
rapid withdrawal, the leader commands: 1. Troopers to the 
rear, 2. MARCH. The trooiDers move out slightly as In the first 
movement for dismounting and make an individual left about 
The platoon inverted now follows the file closer in the new 
direction. The leader regains the front of his platoon at th« 
first opportunity. He reforms his platoon as soon as prac- 
ticable by the command: ASSEMBLE, or 1. Troopers to the roar, 
2. MARCH, 

21. Single rank may be used to attack a weak or disordered 
enemy, or to diminish the vulnerability of the platoon under 
fire ; it should never be used against compact cavalry. 

22. The platoon in line, at the command : 1. Single, 2. RAHK^ 
the troopers of the front rauk open out to the right and left, 
and each trooper of the rear rank moves up on the left of his 
front rank man. If necessary, fours may be counted. 

To resume double rank : 1. Double, 2. RANK. The rear rank 
troopers diminish the iMtce and resume their places in the rear 
rjink; the ranks close toward the center. 

. CHANGE OF DIBECTIOW. 

23. The change of direction is only a special case of the 
march in line; the leader conducts the platoon in the new 
direction. 

The platoon follows the leader according to the principles 
for the march in line, and the troopers remain closed and 
aligned toward the center, increasing or diminishing their pace 
of gait accordingly. On completing the change the leader 
indicates the new direction. 

THE TUBlf. 

S;4. The turn is but a i^)ecial case of the change of direc- 
tion; its object is to facilitate the movements of the platoon 
iu the squadron. In the turn the leader moves at the gait of 
the march; at the walk, if from the halt; or, at the gait 
"•rdered. 
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ti. The [riatoon being in llae. 1. fUfht turn, (RigM kali-tum, 
iadine to the right), 2. MARCH. The leader indieates the direc- 
tion to be tukeii after the turn and rldea oa a rircle; at a walk 
with a radius rf half platoon front, pluB 3 yarts; at a trot of 
lialf platoon front, plus 6 faFda,aiid »t ajpUnpof half platoon 
front, plus & yards. Tbe troopers of tlie rear rank incUnt? 
outward during the turn so as to gain ground toward tbe 
marching flnuk, and thoEe neareet tbe irfvot move their boreen" 
tiuuDclieB lowaid the marching flank bo as to clear the ground 
for following nuils. 

OBUqVE. 

Sft At the command: 1. Tivop^r; right tbiique, 2. MARCH, 
the leader and the troopers execute Indlvlduallj a half-turn 
to the right, aud then march at an angle of 45° to tbe original 
direction, each trooper's right knee iu rear of the left knee of 
the trooper on bis right. The platoon mores In the new direc- 
tion, r^ulatlng by tlte right, the front parallel to the original 

ToKeume the original direction: 1. Ftrwari, 2. MARCH. 

ruiToos COLUUN. 

27. The platoon column (column of squads) Is a formation 
for route and nmnenver. The distance between fours Ih 4 feet. 
Column of squads from line is formed from the right only. 
Tbe platoon being at a halt or marching: 1. Column of aguada, 
2. MARCH. At tbe command: MARCH, the right sgiiad moves 
forward, tbe leader taking position one horse length in front 
of it. The otlier squads follow In succession by the shortest 
route as soon as they have tbe necessary space, each taking its 
plac« In rear of the preceding sqnad. Under supervision of 
tbe sqnad leader, each four aligns Itself on the left trooper. 
Tbe 9le closer takes position 4 feet In rear of the plntoon. 
Sbould It be necessary to reduce the Imgth of the column 
without changing the formation, the command : CLMS IMTO 
THE IMTERVAtS. Is given. 

Tbe rear-THiik troopers of the leading squad close and ride 
111 rear of the interval to the left of their front-rank troopers. 
their borses' noses on line with the croups of the horses In 
front. The succeeding squads Increase their pace, close, and 
Buccwsively take the same formation, the front-rank trooper- 
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riding in rear of the interrals to the right of the corresponding 
numbers in the preceding rear rank. 

At the command : 1. TAKE DiSTANCES, the fours drop bacls 
to a distance of 4 feet and the troopers follow in trace, 

28. The platoon in line or column may be moved for short 
distances to either flank or to the rear by the commands : I. 
Fours right, or Fours right about, 2. MARCH. Each four in each 
rank turns on a fixed pivot. 

29. To change direction, the leader leads the platoon in the 
new direction or commands: 1. Column right (half right) or 
1. Incline to the right, 2. Oil ARCH. The leading four executes 
right turn, the pivot maintaining the gait and moving with a 
radius of 2 yards ; the others move forward and turn to the 
right on the same ground. 

30. The column moves to the rear by changing direction — 
180°. 

The leader conducts the head of the column by example and 
signal, or commands : 1. Right about, 2. HfARCH. 

The leader can, if circumstances require it, command or 
indicate : 1. Troopers, to the rear, 2. MARCH. 

The troopers in each rank open out to right and left, and 
each executes an individual left about. The file closer then 
leads temporarily. 

Column of half squads, 

SI. The column of half squads is a formation for route and 
maneuver. Being in line or in platoon column, at the com- 
mand : 1. Column of half squads, 2. MARCH, the platoon breaks 
by half squads according to the principles laid down for 
breaking by squads. The columns of half squads moves for- 
ward, changes gaits or direction, moves to the rear, halts, dis- 
mounts, forms line by same commands and means as the 
platoon column. 

32. The platoon in column of squads or half squads is 
mounted and dismounted by the same commands as in line. 
The troopers open out to the right and left front. 

To pass from column of half squads to platoon column. 

33. The leader commands: 1. Column of squads, 2. MARCH. 
Files 3 and 4 form on the left of files 1 and 2 by an oblique. 
The other half squads close to their distance, each squad 
'orming when near Its place in column. 
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and skill of the trooper and the tmining of his horse. The 
trooi)er8 use the point, shouting at each thrust: FOINT, and 
seek the officers of the enemy. 

The MiUe. 

40. The ui^l^e should not l>e practiced immediately after the 
charge, as this tends to create a false impression. The aim 
is to charge through, re-form, and cliarge back. The m^l^\ 
however, may be forced upon us by the enemy, and must 
therefore be practiced, but as a separate exercise. 

The platoon marching in line, at the command : MtLtE, the 
troopers leave the ranks, mingle, and carry out the exercises 
l)re8cribed for individual combat. The m^l^ may be ended 
by the Raliy or the Pursuit At the command or signal : PUR- 
SUE, the troopers at full speed pursue the represented enemy. 
To terminate the pursuit, the leader signals: RALLY or AS- 
SEMBLE, 

BALLY AND ASSEMBLY. 

41. The platoon being dispersed or in any formaiionj at th« 
command: RALLY, the troopers move at a gallop by the short- 
est line, and form in double rank, without heed to their regu- 
lar places, in rear of the leader. 

To assemble. 

42. To resume the normal formation, the leader commands: 
ASSEMBLE, and indicates the gait. Exposure to fire should 
bo avoided. 

EXTENDED OHDEB. 

48. The platoon takes extended order from any formation 
and in any direction. When possible the extension should be 
made upon terrain protected from the enemy's fire. 

AS FOBAGEBS. 

44. Foragers are mounted troopers dispersed on a line at 
e(Hial intervals. 

The platoon l>eing in line, at the command: 1. As foragers 
»r as foragers at so many yards), 2. MARCH, the troopers move 



out at a enllop to lisht and left of tbe center corporal, eacb 
tear-rank trooper Dioving up on tbe line to tbe Ivft of his 
front-riink nmn. If the intcfral betweeu troopers is not indi- 
cated In the couimHud, It 1b 4 yards. 

4B. The foragers move fonpard and to tbe flanli. lialt, change 
(ilrectlou nnd gait upon the siguui of the leader, who can rally 
or asaetuble tJiem In any directton. When practicable, tbe 
rally and assentbty should be made under cover. At tlie com- 
tuand ; 1. Troopert, t» fht rtwr, 2. MMUCM, eacb trooi>er turns 
to the left nbout. They move to the front at the command ; 
1. Trooptr* ft^mari, 2. KAItCfl. 

LINE O? SQUADS. 

46. Tbe platoon In any formation, baited or marcbiiig. at 
tbe conimnod : 1. Lint af tqaadt, 2. MURCH, each Equad moves 
lit a gallop to its place, led by the squad Iefld<^r. who marches 
ill front of hla squad. Squad le:ider.^ take sufficient interval 
to allow for extension Into tttie of for.igers. 

The line of squiids possesses tbe advantage of having the 
equad under tbe direct control of the squad lender. 

Squads may be deployed as foragers, formed in single rank. 
colunin of half squads or of files, according to mission, terrain, 
enemy's Ore. etc. In deploying as foragers .the troopers ex- 
ttnd as from line on No. 2 of the front rank. When not 
leading his squad, the squad leader tak^ his place In tbe line. 

The disi^erslon of tbe platoon in depth by snccesslre squads 
affords the means of crossing a flre-aivept zone with small 
groups. The movement is executed nt a gallop at the com- 
mand; 1. Squads, 2. At lo manr /ardt distance, 3. MARCH. Tbe 
squads may be extended during tbe movement 

47. The platoon must maneuver and fight in extended order 
ss well as in close order. Foragers and squads must be 
trained to flgbt on foot, to take advantage of cover, to check 
the enemy, to capture patrols, to search thickets, woods, etc. 

CHABOE AS FOHAQERS. 

4B. Being In line of foragers, tbe leader draws his arm, tbe 
troopers following bis example, and then commands or stgnalif : 
1. Oallop, 2. Tq attack, 3. CHARBE. The principles laid down 
for the charge In close order apply. Tbe troopers of each 
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file support each other, and the platoon endeavors to envelop 
the enemy. 

49. The rally and assembly are executed as prescribed for 
dose order. 

SCOUTS. 

50. Scouts are of two classes : 

i. Ground scouts. 

2. Reconuoltering scouts. 

The rdle of ground scouts is solely to ascertain whether the 
ground in the vicinity is passable for cavalry, to indicate 
obstacles and the best points of passage. The troopers should 
bo trained for this work early in their instruction. 

The reconuoltering scouts are employed to guard against 
surprise and gain information ; their numbers and jnovements 
will depend upon circumstances. They use their firearms to 
signal or for defense. The leader designates the noncom- 
missioned ofllcers and men to compose the group of scouts, 
or details an entire squad: 1. Such squad as scouts, 2. (such 
object or mission), 3. MARCH; or the platoon may be dispersed 
bodily as scouts: 1. Platoon, as scouts, 2. (ridge to the left), 
3. MARCH. 

PATROLS. 

51. 1. Security, 

2. Reconnoitering. 

1. Security patrols are detached for the immediate protec- 
tion of the command. A combat patrol is a security patrol 
which exercises its functions during the combat. 

2. Reconnoitering patrols are sent to greater distances to 
obtain Information. 

52. The platoon should be practiced In furnishing groups of 
scouts and patrols to larger bodies. 

To Fight on Foot. 

53. When giving the command for dismounted action, the 
leader will take a position from which he can plainly indicate 
the direction toward which the dismounted men are to be led. 

54. To facilitate movement of the led horses, the platoon is 
generally formed into column of squads before dismounting to 
fight on foot. Under special circumstances, however, dis- 

"unted action may be taken from any formation. When 



foragers are dlsmouated, tbe EQiiade assemble, dismount, and 
pgaln deploy on foot. In emergencies foragers may dismouut 
to fire, holding tlie borse on the lariat or by tbe bight of tlie 
rein over tbe right arm. 

Tbe leader, dismounted, commands tlie dismounted platoon. 

No. 4 1h the borse holder, except when he ia a noncommls- 
fdtmed officer, in which case No. 3 Is borse holder. No. 2 of 
the front rank of the Qrst ^quad takes tbe leader's horse. The 
horse of No. 1, of the front rank of the flrat squad, Is linked 
to that of No. 3; No. 2, with the platoon lender's horse on his 
right, REslBta In leading the flrat four horsee. The Hie closer 
remains mounted In conimand of the led horses. 

The horse holders may be dismounted when circumstances 
clearly Indicate that an early movement of tbe led horses Is 
not probable. 

Sergeants in assisting the leader go where their presence Is 
neceEsnry; corporals remain In r.inks. but direct their squads 
and set the example, being the first to go forward and tbe last 

In the absence of the link, the horses may be fastened to- 
gether by passing the reins through tbe baiter ring and tying 
them lu a slipknot so that tbe horses' beads shall be about 
2 feet apart. 

In defensive positions, all tbe horses may be fastened In 
:x>uple8 by tying the biiiloon reins of each horse to the cantle 
>t the saddle of the other or they may be linked together In 
I circle and left to the care of one horse holder, who dla- 
Dounta; or this horse holder may bold the horses of No. 4 
)y the reins. The horses of each half platoon may be tied 
n a circle to a coiled lariat or a stirrup strap. 

SS. The led horses should be as near tbe dlsoiuunted line as 
L protected situation will allow; they are not changed while 
Ills cuudltlon lasls. unless the dismounted line makes a mate- 
lal cbauge of position. 

L'bu horses while linked by fours must be drilled at all 
;iLlts: In leading, lu changing direction, forming line, etc., as 
vheu mounted. 

66. At the command ; TO FIOHT J# FOOT, Nos. 1, 2, and 3 
ilsmonut ; No. 3 passes his bridoou reins over his horse's head, 
nd gives them to No. 4, who, holding the bight In his left 
tond, grasps them with his right, at about Inches fitem the 
It; No. 2 links his horse to the hatter ring of No. 3; No. 1 
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links to No. 2; the reliis of Nos. 1 and 2 are placed behind the 
pommel, and the left stirfiip crossed in ftont of the pommel. 
When No. 3 is the horse holdef the two troopers next on his 
right and left give him their reins which he holds in his right 
hand. 

As so^i as the horses are properly secured the squad leader 
leads his sqtiad at a run to its place in rear of the platoon 
leader, where he forme it in double rank. In going into dis- 
mounted action, da^ and spirit should characterize the 
movement 

Tlie leader may dismount a portion of his platoon by the 
command: 1. Ik^, /. {ot •ucfi mimben), 2. TO HOHT ON FOOT. 

BECONITOISSANCE, PROTECTIOIV, AND APPROACH. 

57. The platoon leader aft^ having detached the necessary 
vedettes turns the platoon over to the file closer and proceeds, 
accompanied by a connecting link, to reconnoiter. The recou- 
hoi^sance completed, the leader rejoins his platoon or directs 
tliat it be led to a certain point, indicating the best method. 

While there is little to fear from hostile fire, the leader 
advances the platoon in line or line of squads, so as to take 
advantage of cover. 

To cross dangerous ground, occupy a position, or open fire: 
X, Ms skirmishers (or as sicirmishers at so many yards), 2. 
MARCH. The troopers extend at double time, as in the deploy- 
went as foragers. If no interval be ordered, it will be one 
yard. 

The skirmishers advance either by platoon or by squads; 
they endeavor to gain ground without rigid attention to dress, 
and regulate their movements on that fraction of the platoon 
which is most advanced. 

THE ASSAULT. 

sa. To assault, bayonets are fixed, the leader commands: 
eUAME, which Is repeated by the skirmishers, and leads his 
platoon to the assault. 

KALLT. 

59. To get his platoon rapidly In hand, the leader com- 
mands: RALLY, At this command, repeated by the squad 
Vaders, th» skirmishers form at double time, in single rank, 
ind at the order, in rear of the platoon leader. 
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91. Tbe leader leads Che skii'niieliers to the Ticinitjr at the 
led horses or causes the latter to l>e advanced to meet the 
tlilruili'hers. aail commands : UOUMT. At the ootumaud : 
tTAKO TO HOUSE, the troopere move quickly but quietly to 
Bieir horeeB. unlink, and stand to home. 

BMr^orUBMT OF Platoon. 

63. (a). Alone, as for exploration and security, etc, 

(b). In the squadron, ns advance or rear gnard. ad- 
vanced posts, flank guard, etc. 

<c). In cuoiierutlon wltli other arms, its for scouting. 
covering, and aiding In the attack. 

(d). In email operntlona, as foraelug, demolitions, 
, escort, attack on a convoy, ambuscade, etc, 

THE PLATOOK, DISUOUKTED. 

es. Its composition Is the same as wheu mounted. The 
principles are the same as those for the platoon mounted 
tt'lth the natural modltlcutlona. 

64. Except for saber exercise tbe saber Is not worn. The 
[ilatoon forms with tbe rifle at the order. In moving the 
title la brought to the right shoulder without command; on 
baiting It Is brought to the order without command. For 
Qiovements in side step or backward tbe rifle Is at the trail. 
For short movements of any kind the leader may caution : 
AT THAIL 

6B. PLATOON mOVeiKEMTS: 
Assembly, 



\ March In line. 
Turn. 
Oblique. 
Column of squads, half squads. 
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Assembly, 

66. At the command : ASSEMBLE, the platooQ forms as pr^ 
scribed for the mounted formation. The troopers talie a ligb 
touch toward the center; the center corporal is 2 yards li 
rear of the leader; the rear rank is 2 yards in rear o 
front rank, and the file closer is 2 yards in rear of tbi 
center of the rear rank. 

Dress. 

67. At the command: DRESS, the troopers establish theoi 
selves on a line 2 yards in rear of their leader. They yi^ 
to pressure coming from the center, keeping a light touch 11 
that direction. At the command: FRMT, eyes are cast t 
the front and the platoon stands at attention. 

March in line, 

68. In changes of direction and turns, the leader moves a 
that the marching flank can keep the regular step. I 

Turn, 

69. The radius of the leader or of the center is half th 
front of the unit, plus 1 yard. 

70. For an exceptional movement to the rear, the comman 
is: 1. Troopers about, 2. MARCH, The troopers turn immedi 
ately to the right about. 

71. Under special circumstances movements may be mad 
to either flank or to the rear, by squads or by fours. It turn 
ing by squads, the command is : 1. Squads right or squads righ 
about, 2. MARCH; the rear rank closes up during the move 
ment. £]xceptionally the line may be moved to the right a 
left flank by the commands : 1. Troopers right, 2. MARCH, 

Oblique, 

72. The troopers make a half face and move in the net 
direction. At the command : HALT, the troopers halt faced t* 
the front. 

Column of squads, 

73. In columns of squads or half squads the distance be 
tween ranks is 32 inche& At the preparatory command U\ 
forming column, the rear rank closes to this distance. 



THE SQXTADBON. 

The Squadron, Mounted. 

71 The squadron is the component unit of the regiment. 
It is composed normally of four platoons, known as the first, 
second, third, and fourth, each under a permanent leader as- 
signed by the captain. The object of the School of the Squad- 
' ron is to train the platoons to execute together what they have 
- learned separately, and to teach the squadron its movements, 
whether acting alone or as a part of the regiment. 

The squadron executes the movements of the platoon, sub- 
stituting squadron for platoon in the commands. The cap- 
tain may cause the platoons individually to execute a move- 
ment by prefixing the word "Platoons" to the command. 

The squadron maneuvers in squadron column or line of 
platoon columns forms line for the charge, marches in col 
umn of squads, half squads, or files, takes extended order, anil 
dismounts to fight on foot 

The captain is the leader, but, having indicated the direc- 
tion to the leader of the directing platoon, he may leave his 
position. 

THE SqUADBOIf IN LINE. 

75. In line, the platoons are side by side without interval. 
The captain is 15 yards in front of the leader of the second 
platoon; the first sergeant two horse lengths in rear of the 
center of the squadron. 

The platoons are numbered from right to left in line and 
from front to rear in column. 

76. Movements are executed on indication from the captainf 
He may direct a lieutenant to act as squadron leader and in- 
dicate to him the movements to be executed, supervising their 
execution himself. 

To attract the attention of his platoon leaders, the captain 
signals or commands: ATTEHTIOM; platoon leaders make the 
signal or indication for the movement ordered by the captain, 
move In the corresponding direction, and take the prescribed 
gait. 

29 
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The platoon leaders give verbal commands only whe^ 
dust, darkness, fog, or any other canse pi-events the platoon 
from seaing signals. Verbal commands should be no loudej 
than absolutely necessary. The platoon leaders pay specia 
attention to maintaining a regular gait and preserving propej 
distances and intervals. 

The file closers, under supervision of the first sergeaut 
rectify mistakes and insure steadiness and cohesion in tbi 
ranks. 

77. The squadron should maneuver frequently with saben 
drawn. The squadron must be frequently exercised, witl 
four platoons of 16 front each, even when necessary to oiui 
entirely the rear rank. 

Lieutenants must be practiced in commanding the squadrd 
and sergeants in commanding platoons. 

78. The platoons being formed, the captain takes post 
mounted, facing the position where he wishes the squadron W 
form, and commands: FORM SQUADROttI The platootis tan 
position mounted, in line or In column, as directed by tM 
captain, in the order of their permanent designation. 

After the squadron is formed it is maneuvered without rf 
gard to the order of the platoons in line or column, exceiil 
that in column the two right platoons and the two tcft p/* 
toons follow each other. 

Outline op Instbuction. 

79. Cl99e order: 

{a) Line. 

(&) Change of direction. 
(c) Column (of platoons). 
id) Deployment Into line. 
(e) Line of platoon columns. 
(/) Route column by squads, half squads, and files 
{g) Charge. 
Extended order: 

(a) Extended order in line and in column* 
(&) Foragers. 

(c) Scouts and patrols. 

(d) Rally. 

(e) Assembly. 
To fight on foot. 
Empioyment of the squadron. 



LINE. 

80. The march in line conforms to the principles preseribeil 
for the platoon. The captain is in advance of the leader of 
the second platoon, who follows in his trace ; the other platoon 
leaders regulate on the leader of the second platoon. 

The platoon leaders will, without command of the captain. 
so lead their platoons as to pass obstacles with the greatest 
facility, and then resume the original formation. 

81. The squadron may be formed in a single rank lor spe- 
cial purposes ; as — 

(a) To mask a movement in r^ar. 

(b) To attack infantry or artillery under special circum* 
stances. 

At the command : 1. $ing/e, 2. RAMK, the leaders of the first, 
third, and fourth platoons take their intervals from tlie sec- 
ond; the leader of the second platoon, as soon as he has the 
space, forms single rank; the other platoon leaders take the 
same formation and regulate on him. In single rank the first 
and third platoons are echeloned at one horse-length on the 
second, and the fourth at <me horse-length on the third. 

At the command or signal : 1. Double, 2. RANK, the platoon 
leaders re-form their platoons in double rank and lead them 
to their places in line. 

82. To gain ground to a flank, the captain forms column of 
platoons to that flank (par. 87) and leads or indicates the 
direction. 

83. To march the squadron to the rear: 1. To iho rtttr, 2. 
MARCH. Each platoon executes a turn of 1^° to the left. 

To oWque, 

84. 1. Right oblique, 2. MARCH. Each platoon executes a 
turn of 45° ; all regulate on the right platoon. The oblique 
by trooper is used only for short distances. The platoon 
leaders cover in a line parallel to the original front. To re- 
sume the original direction : 1. Forward, 2. MARCH. 

CHANGE OF DIRECTION. 

' 85. Change of direction by the squadion in line is made 
upon signal of the captain or indication by him of the new 
point of direction. 
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When the change of direction is executed at a rapid gait 
the platoons of the marching flank may move in echelon, re- 
gaining their places in line after the change of direction is 
completed. 

SQUADRON COLUMN. 

86. The sqnadron column is a formation for assembly, march, 
and maneuver." The distance between platoons is 6 or 10 
yards, according as they have 12 or 16 files. The captain is 
ir- yards in advance of the leader of the first platoon. 

The file closers are on the right of the rear ranks. The first ! 
sergeant is on the right of the file closer of the rear platoon. | 
At the command for dismounting in squadron column, the 
platoon leaders go to the left flank of their platoons. 

Breaking from line into squadron column, 

87. The squadron in line to form column, the captain com- 
mands: 1. Column (or, on $uch platoon , column), and indicates 
the direction; 2. MARCH, The second platoon, or the platoou 
indicated, follows the captain, or goes in the new direction in- 
dicated by him; the other platoons follow. 

Movements in Squadron Column, 

88. In marching it is of the greatest importance that platoon 
leaders put their platoons in movement simultaneously and 
that the pace be uniform. Trace and distance must be cor- 
rected gradually. 

89. When passing a defile of less width than platoon front 
the method already given in this case for the platoon applies. 
The formation taken at the command: AT WILL, given by 
the platoon leaders, is used principally for passing short de- 
files without unnecessarily lengthening the column. Platoons 
are reformed on emerging from the defile, without command 
from the captain. 

90. The column must be trained to follow the leader in all 
directions and at all gnits. The captain may command: 1 
Column right, 2. MARCH, 

91. To march to the rear: 1. To the rear, 2. MARCH, Each 
platoon executes a turn of 180" to the left 

92. When the squadron In column or in column " at will * 
s in a defile, and it is necessary to move to the rear, the cap- 
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tein commands: 1. Trooper 9 to the rear, 2. MARCH, Each 
platoon conforms to what is prescribed In the School of the 
Platoon. When the captain Is obliged to remain for some 
time at the rear of his squadron, his orders are transmitted 
from platoon leader to platoon leader, preceded by the woi'ds : 
"Captain's Order." 

93. The squadron column may execute an oblique march by 
the command : 1. Right oblique, 2. MARCH, Each platoon exe- 
cutes a turn of 45**. The captain places himself in front of 
the leader of the directing (the leading) platoon; the other 
platoon leaders regulating so as to keep in a line parallel to 

I the original direction of the column. 

In the oblique by trooper the platoon leaders are careful to 
j cover in a line perpendicular to the original front. This move- 
I ment, however, is only used to gain short distances. 

DEPLOYMENT INTO LINE. 

I 

94. Deploj'nient forward is always made in fan shape. In 
column to form line to the front: 1. Line, 2. MARCH. The 
leading platoon follows the captain, and the others move at an 
increased gait; the second to the right front, the third and 
fourth to the left front. When opposite their places in line, 
they move straight to the front. 

If the squadron is marching at the gallop, the captain 
slackens the pace of the leading platoon, while the others 
extend the gallop. 

95. If the captain wishes to deploy at any other gait, he 
commands: 1. Line, 2. (Gait), 3. MARCH, and regulates the 
movement of the leading platoon according to the object in 
view, or halts it if necessary. The rear platoons move up on 
the line at the gait ordered. 

96. In case of absolute necessity, the squadron may attack 
before Its deployment Is complete; the platoons not in line 
attack in echelon. 

97. To deploy in an oblique direction, the captain leads 
upon the new objective and, when the head of the column has 
moved a least the length of a platoon front in that direction, 
commands: 1. Line, 2. MARCH, 

98. When the captain wishes to form line immediately to- 
\ ward the flank he commands : 1. Line to tfie riglit and rides to 

his position in the new line. At the command : 2. MARCH, the 

97023*— 13 3 
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directing platoon follows the captain, the other platoons are 
led to their positions in line abreast of it. Unless otherwise 
indicated, when the line is formed to the right, the third 
platoon is colnmn becomes the directing platoon in line ; when 
line is formed to the left, the second platdon in column be- 
comes the directing platoon in line. 

LINE OF PLATOON COLUMNS. 

99. Line of platoon columns is a formation for march and 
maneuver. It has the advantage of placing the platoon lead- 
ers In front of the squadron, within reach of the captain ; it 
gives the squadron a good formation for the approach to the 
attack, for moving over bad ground, and for deploying quickly 
under fire. 

In this formation the platoon columns are in Hue at deploy- 
ing intervals. The captain is 15 yards in front of the leader 
of the second platoon. The first sergeant is on the right of the 
file closer of the second platoon. 

The intervals between the platoons may be increased or 
decreased according to the captain's Indications ; the platoons 
extend or close on the directing platoon unless otherwise Indi- 
cated; when this interval is 6 yards the formation is called 
"Mass." 

100. Line of platoon columns can be taken from any forma- 
tion. It maneuvers by the commands and signals for the 
squadron in line; It obliques by heads of columns and forms 
column of squads to a flank. In obliquing or in moving by 
the flank or to the rear, the heads of platoon columns execute 
changes of direction. In moving to the rear, the heads of 
columns turn to the left. 

101. The squadron In line to form line of platoon columns ; 1. 
Platoon columns, 2. MARCH. The directing platoon follows the 
captain ; the others regulate on It. 

102. To form line from line of platoon columns: 1. Line, 2. 
MARCH, The directing platoon deploys and follows the cap- 
tain; the others take their interval, If necessary, and deploy. 

To form line In an oblique direction, the captain changes 
direction before ordering the deployment. 

103. The squadro^ln column to form line of platoon col- 
umns: 1. Line of pituoon column; 2. MARCH. The first platoon 
^orms column and follows the captain; the other platoons 
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break from the column as in fonning line, and then form 
column and more to their places. 

104. Being in line of platoon Columns to form column: 1. 
Column, (or, on auofi platoon, column), 2. MARCH. The direct- 
ing platoon follows the captain, or goes in the indicated direc- 
tion and forms line as soon as it has cleared; the other 
platoons follow, and each, as soon as it has cleared, forms line. 

KOUTE COLUMN. 

105. Route column is a formation in which the platoons are 
placed one behind the other, each in column of squads, half 
squads, or files. 

As a rule the captain marches at the head of the column, 
the leader of the first platoon on his left, followed by the 
first sergeant and a trumpeter; all distances are four feet. 
Except in the rear platoon the leaders ride in front, and the 
file closers in rear. In the rear platoon the file closer rides 
at the head and the leader in rear. This formation is taken 
at the command : 1. Column of squads (half squads, or files); or, 
On such platoon, column of squads (half squads, or files), 2. 
lit ARCH. The directing platoon breaks forward; the others 
enter the column so that the two right and the two left 
platoons follow each other. The leaders of the rear platoons 
follow the file closers of the preceding platoons, except at the 
command: CLOSE IHTO THE INTERVALS, when the platoon 
leader of each rear platoon rides on the left of the file closer 
of the preceding platoon. 

106. To march the route column to the rear, the captain 
commands: 1. To the rear, 2. MARCH. Each platoon executes 
a left about. 

107. The route column is deployed in all directions accord- 
ing to the same principles as the squadron column. 

Each platoon follows its leader and forms line l>ehind him 
at his indication. 

When practicable the formation of squadron line directly 
from route column should be avoided ; it is better to pass first 
to column, or line of platoon columns. 

108. To form column from route column : 1. Column, 2. 
MARCH. The leader of the leading platoon forms his platoon 
in line; the other platoons form line successively when they 
arrive at the place that they are to occupy in the column. 
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THE CHARGE. 

109. The principles for the platoon apply. The noruial 
formation for the charge is line, but it may be made in eoluiiiii. 

110. Marching at the gallop, at the command : 1. To attack, 
the squadron takes the extended gallop, and closes on the cap- 
tain, who takes position on the left of the leader of the direct- 
ing platoon. When at about 50 yards from the enemy, tlio 
captain commands: 2. CHARGE, which is repeated by the 
platoon leaders and the troopers. 

111. In instruction the enemy must always be outlined or 
represented by troopers who may cari*y flags, under command 
of an oflScer or noncommissioned officer. In the beginning of 
this instruction these men will occupy fixed positions; later 
they will be instructed to ride so as to represent the move- 
ments of an aggressive enemy. The captain will explain to 
the commander the object of the exercise and tell him what 
to do. 

112. To combine a flank attack with the direct attack, the 
captain designates a flank platoon : 1. First (or fourth) pfatoon, 
2. FLANK ATTACK. The designated platoon at once moves out 
and is conducted so as to best fall opportunely upon the 
enemy's flank. 

113. If the captain wishes to guard against a flank attack 
or an enveloping attack, he detaches a flank platoon to move 
to the menaced flank and to march somewhat in rear or in 
advance on that flank, ready to take an enveloping attack in 
flank or to meet a flank attack. 

The movement is executed upon the indication: 1. First (or 
fourth) platoon, 2. FLANK GUARD, or 2. FLANK GUARD FOR- 
WARD, 

114. While, as a rule, cavalry in attack should always have 
a reserve, a platoon is never kept in rear except when the 
captain so directs. 

EXTENDED OSDEB. 

115. Extended order may be taken from any formation. 
The principles for the squadron are the same as those for the 
platoon. The captain accompanied by the first sergeant and 
a trumpeter goes wherever necessary. Extended order by 
platoons may be taken: 1. In line echeloned on the direct- 
ing platoon, which remains somewhat in advance of the 

^ers; or 2. In depth, by successive platoons. 
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1. — 1. Line of p/atoona ^or /tne of p/atoona on such platoon), 
2. MARCH. 

2. — 1. Platoons, 2. At (bo many) yards distance, 3. MARCH. 
The extension in depth is made on the directing platoon (or 
the platoon designated). Care must be tal^en by the platoon 
leaders not to increase the distance prescribed. The captain 
indicates to the directing platoon the objective, gait, and 
formation; the others take the formation ordered by the cap- 
tain or follow the example of the directing platoon. During 
the march the leaders may, in their discretion, alter their 
formation. 

FORAGERS. 

116. The squadron is extended as foragers by the same 
commands and means as the platoon. The captain may add to 
the first command: On (such) platoon. The directing (or 
designated) platoon deploys as soon as it has the space. The 
other platoons talie their intervals, and each deploys on its 
center. 

117- In extended order in line the directing platoon is in 
advance; the others are in echelon at 12 yards. 

118. When the squadron is alone, a platoon should be held 
iu reserve in close order for emergencies or to provide a base 
for rallying or assembling. 

When a charge as foragers is combined with a charge in 
line, the foragers should be rapidly rallied to a flank to 
unmask the charge in line which follows. 

The line of foragers must be exercised in moving to the 
rear and by the flank, and must be able to rally promptly be- 
hind its leader so as to attack in line. 

SCOUTS, COMBAT PATROLS, 

119. The squadron in its maneuvers must be frequently 
practiced In sending out ground scouts and combat patrols. 

Where very bad ground is to be crossed the ground scouts 
should be under a noncommissioned officer. 

One or more platoons may be detached for scouting. The 
captain remains with the l)ody of the squadron. 

In each platoon scouts and a combat patrol must be ready 
to start immediately upon order of the captain. 
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BALLT. 

120. The rally \h in Hue, and is made from any formation. 
At the signal : RALLY, the platoon leaders rally their platoons 
while moving at the gallop toward the captain. The troopers 
form in double rank in rear of their platoon leaders. The first 
platoon to arrive forms in rear of the captain and becomes the 
directing platoon; the others form to light and left without 
regard to normal order. If there is not room for a platoon to 
come up on the line, it may remain in echelon. 

The rally may he resorted to from any fornuiHon where the 
regular method of forming line would he slow or difficult. 

ASSEMBLY. 

121. The squadron mounted is assembled in squadron col- 
umn : ASSEMBLE, each platoon leader assembles his platoon 
in line, and then leads it into the column behind the captain. 
The platoons take place in column in the normal order, or as 
the captain may direct. 

122. The squadron must be exercised in : 

(a). Marching and deploying at the extended gallop. 

(b). Executing change of formation while executing change 
of direction. 

(c). In passing from one formation to another before the 
first is completed. 

(d). Ploying and deploying, including closing or extending 
intervals without gaining ground to the front, for concealment 
or to prepare for a sudden attack. 

(e). Attacking infantry and artillery in extended order, and 
in rallying and assembling rapidly from extended order. 

(f). Making short movements by fours to the flank and to 
the rear. 

FIGHT ON FOOT. 

123. The squadron when alone always leaves a sufficient 
mounted guard with the led horses to Insure their safety and 
to keep touch with the squadron. When part of a larger unit, 
the superior commander gives directions as to the mounted 
guard. The led horses should be kept under cover, assembleil 
by squadron, or in rear of their respective platoons. The cop^ 

lin alone is authorized to order the opening of fire; he gives 
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instructions as to the targets and distribution of fire and gives 
directions as to tlie reserve; lie may give tlie platoon. leaders 
liberty in the control of fire. 

BECONNAISSANCE AND SECURITY. 

124. The captain having designated the guard for the led 
horses and its commander proceeds, with the other officers 
and the first sergeant, to reconnoiter. On the offensive the 
captain indicates to each platoon its objective. On the de- 
fensive he indicates the points, to be held. 

The captain, having completed his reconnoissance, moves the 
squadron as near to the dismounted position as a consideration 
of all the circumstances will permit, dismounts it by the com- 
mands and means prescribed in the School of the Platoon, and 
gives instructions to the commander of the guard for the led 
hoi*ses. 

The horses of the captain and his trumpeter are held by a 
trumpeter from the ranks who remains mounted. The first 
sergeant remains with the led horses unless directed by the 
captain to accompany the squadron. When necessary, the 
captain may designate a mounted reserve. 

125. The captain uses his judgment in disposing of the dis- 
Diouuted platoons, whether to advance them in one or more 
lines. When formed in more than one line the commander of 
each, under instructions from the captain, controls its action 
and regulates its fire. 

The captain alone orders the assault. 

RALLY. 

126. The rally is executed by platoon at command of the 
captain, as already prescribed. 

TO MOUNT. 

127. The platoons mount simultaneously, as nearly as pos- 
sible, under the protection of the reserve ; one platoon may be 
left dismounted to cover the retreat of the others to their 
horses. 

At the command: MOUNT (or SUCH PLATOONS MOUNT), all 
the platoons or those designated mount and form in rear of 
the captain in the formation he indicates. The reserve takes 
op the pursuit or covers the retreat. 
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EMPLOYMENT H)F THE SQUADBON. 

128. The captain must cultivate the special abilities and 
utilize the characteristics of his oflacers and uoncommissioued 
officers. He must encourage each in the exercise of the initia- 
tive pertaining to his position. 

The squadron, acting alone, may be employed to explore, to 
support a reconnoissance, to seize a position, etc. It moves 
by a succession of rapid advances. It must protect itself by 
detachments and always retain its liberty of action. Its best 
8;uaranty of safety lies in its mohility. 

In the combat the different combinations of the platoons 
permit the captain to maneuver; as, for example, he may at- 
tack with one platoon and maneuver with the others, etc. 

The squadron in the regiment charges or attacks dismounted 
by the same means and according to the same principles as 
when alone, except that it does not have a support or reserve 
unless so ordered by the colonel. CJombat patrols are sent out 
by fiank squadrons only. It can be employed for a flank at- 
tack or a flank guard. It reconnoiters positions or covers 
troops in menaced directions, In which latter case one or more 
platoons are detached as scouts. It furnishes advance guards, 
rear guards, advance posts, flank guards, and artillery sup- 
ports, and may be employed as regimental reserve, 

129. The normal order of attack against cavalry is line in 
double rank. The charge may be made in column to break 
through at som.e point or when lack of time or space prevents 
forming in line. 

130. In attacking infantry the squadron should be formed 
in single rank or in extended order. Opportunity should be 
sought for a flank attack. If the frontal attack is necessary, 
the fire-swept zone should be crossed at a rapid pace, which 
should be increased as the enemy's line is approached. The 
line in extended order of groups may be maneuvered so that 
the groups will converge in the attack, thus causing a disper- 
sion of the enemy's fire. 

In attacking dismounted cavalry, the led horses should also 
be sought for. 

131. Artillery may be attacked in march or in position. If 
in march, one part of the squadron attacks the support and 
the other the carriages. If the artillery is in position, the 
attack is directed against its flank. The captain gives to 

^h platoon its special mission ; as, for example, one platoon 
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as foragers against the pieces aud the teams, while the others 
attack the support, etc. 

132. Dismounted action is resorted to when success througli 
'mounted action seems improbable, as: 

(1) To make a recohnoissance that can not be made 
mounted. 

(2) To attack or defend a camp. 

(3) To seize and hold a position, force a passage, etc. 
<4) To harass a column. 

(5) To cover an assembly; hold an exit. 

(6) To cooperate by rifle fire with the other arms, etc. 

School of the Squadron, Dismounted. 

133. The commands and movements for the squadron, dis- 
mounted, are the same as for the squadron mounted, except 
as Indicated in the School of the Platoon. 
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The Composition of the Regiment. 

134. The regiment is composed of four or six squadrons 
and a machine-gun unit. What is prescribed for the regiuien 
of four squadrons is applicable to that of six squadrons; thi 
two additional squadrons being considered as added, cue t< 
each flanls. The instruction prescribed is applicable to a lesi 
number of squadious. 

135. For purposes of maneuver the regiment is divided lnt< 
half regiments; when there is an odd numl>er of squadroui 
the center squadron |s assigned to the right half regiment. I] 
there are only tliree squadrons, the regiment is nevertheless 
divided into half regiments. Majors are assigned to commantj 
of half regiments when the regiment is in echelon of hali 
regiments or when half regiments are otherwise detached. 

The instructions for the use of the machine guns and for 
their position in the regiment are prescribed in the Maehiae 
Gun Drill Regulations. 

School of the Regiment. 

136. In the School of the Regiment the squadrons learn 
to apply In the regiment what they have been taught sepa- 
rately, and the regiment learns the movements necessary to 
its use whether acting alone or as part of a brigade. The 
regiment should be tmlned to maneuver with squadrons of 64 
files. 

137. To form the regiment, the squadrons having been 
formed, the colonel commands : FORM REGfMEHT. 

The regiment forms in column of platoons in rear of the 
colonel, the adjutant assisting in the formation. If the colonel 
wishes to assemble the regiment in any other formation, he 
indicates it in the command. 

138. The squadrons have a fixed place in the regiment only 
when it Is first assembled, but as a rule the squadrons of tlie 
same half regiment remain together. 

42 
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They are numbered from right to left in line and from from 
rear in column. The same rule applies to the half regi- 
aents. 

139. The colonel is the leader of the regiment. The direct- 
Qg squadron follows him. In line the directing squadron is 
he c«iter or right center squadron. The colonel may, how- 
ver, indicate any squadron as the directing squadron. In 
olumn or in echelons, the leading squadron is the directing 
quadron. The captain of the directing squadron follows the 
olonel at a distance of 30 yards. The other captains regu- 
nte on him. The colonel, when he does not wish to act as 
eader, is free to go where he considers It expedient to be ; in 
rhicli case his place is taken by a field officer, or the colonel 
aay indicate to the captain of the directing squadron the 
lirection and the gait to be taken. 

Tlie lieutenant colonel is 15 yards in rear of the colonel ; the 
djutant is 2 yards on the left of the colonel ; the sergeant 
lajor and chief trumpeter are 2 yards behind the colonel 
nd adjutant and act as messengers. In line the majors are 
tt front of the centers of tlieir wings on a line with the lieu- 
enant colonel; in column they are on the left and abreast of 
heir leading units 4 yards from the column ; the majors and 
aptains are permitted to approach the colonel to hear and 
ransmit his orders, the captains leaving the conduct of their 
quadrons meanwhile to the leaders of the base platoons. 

140. The colonel regulates the direction and gait and gives 
tis orders by signals, by messenger, or by the voice. Trumpet 
alls are used exceptionally, and then only when the regiment 
:3 alone. Sabers are drawn and returned upon indication of 
be colonel. 

To attract the attention of his captains, give his orders, or 
become independent in his movements, the colonel conforms to 
be principles prescribed for the captain in the Sctmol of the 
siquadron. 

The majors supervise the movements in their half regiment, 
rhey give commands only when necessary, and repeat the 
roloners commands only when these have not been understood. 

When the colonel raises his arm (or his saber), the captains 
lo likewise and place themselves so as to understand the com- 
mand and transmit it to their squadrons. 

Although the colonel gives his couiniands to all the squad- 
ons, the squadrons execute them only at the command of 
aieir captains. 
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141. Officers must be frequently practiced in commanding 
a unit greater than that pertaining to their grade. 

142. If the colonel wishes to execute simultaneously move- 
ments of the squadrons or half regiments, such as change of 
direction, breaks into column, etc., he gives the preliminary 
command: 1. Squadron; or 1. Half r9gi'ment$; as for example, 
1. Squadron $, 2. I net i no to tho right, 3. MARCH. Where a com- 
mand refers to the half regiment, the captains will wait for 
the command of the major. 

143. Movements not otherwise provided for are executed 
as prescribed for the squadron. In all formations and move- 
ments of the regiment the captains conform to the principles 
laid down for the platoon leaders in the School of tbe 
Squadron. 

144. The regiment, from any formation, faces or galus 
ground to a flank by forming column of platoons to the fltink. 

145. At the command : 1. To the roar, 2. MARCH, each plat€M>D 
executes a left about. At the command : 1. Right oblique, 2. 
MARCH, each platoon executes right half turn, or, if in platoon 
column, executes column half right. 

146. The captains must hear in mind the vital importance^ 
of order and cohesion. Perfect regularity in the gaits is in- 
dispensable. 

REGIMENTAL FOSMATIONS. 

147. (a) Lhie. 

(&) Line of columns. 

(c) Mass. 

id) Column of platoons. 

(e) Double column. 

(/) Echelon. 

(g) Route column* 

ih) Extended order. 

LINE. V 

148. Line is the formation for attack against cavalry. Thf 
squadrons are placed as indicated in the accompanying dia- 
grams. 

Although the squadrons are slightly echeloned to a 
crowding and give flexibility, this formation is called a lii 

149. In marching in line, the captains lead their squad 
so as to maintain their interval and distance. 
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I In order to preserve cohesion in the attack, the echelon dis- 
I tance of 12 yards and the interval of 6 yards hetween squad- 
rons are the extreme limits, which m^y he diminished hut 
should ne^^er he increased. 

Errors in direction or in distance should he corrected grad- 
ually, 

150. To make a slight change of direction in the march 
of the regiment in line, the colonel leads in the new direction, 
followed by the directing squadron. The other squadrons 
take a parallel direction and resume their places as soon as 
possible. 

The regiment should be frequently exercised in executing 
these changes of direction while moving in line at a gallop. 

If it is desired to execute a complete change of front, at 
right angles to the former direction, the colonel commands: 
' ft ALLY, and rides rapidly to the new front. The captains con- 
duct their squadrons at a gallop to their places in the new line. 

UNE OF COLUMNS. 

151. The squadron columns, with deploying intervals, are 
parallel to each other, with the heads echeloned at 12 yards. 

The line of columns is a maneuver formation, and used for 
an approach preceding a deployment. 

This disposition of the squadrons facilitates the handling of 
the regiment, and the rapid formation of line. 

The squadrons may vary their intervals in order to conform 
to the terrain or to avoid the fire of the enemy. They should 
regain their regular intervals, however, when a deployment is 
imminent. 

152. The regiment in line, the colonel commands: 1. Line of 
Cofumns, 2. MARCff. 

153. Line is formed by the command : 1. Line, 2. MARCff, 

154. In case of surprise on a flank, the squadron nearest 
the enemy faces toward him and engages as soon as possible; 
the other squadrons act in support 

MASS. 

155. Mass is a formation for concentration in a position 
of readiness. Beyond the zone of the enemy's fire, it may be 
used as a formation for marching, under cover of an advance 
guard. 
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In this formation, the squadron columns are parall^ to ea< 
other, their heads on the same line with intervals of 12 yard 

On account of its great vulnerabilityt mass should not I 
used in the approach; as soon as troops in mass enter 11 
dangerous zone, they should Open out. 

In order to pass from line or from line of columns into mas 
the colonel commands: 1. Mass or on (such) squadron mass, 
MARCH. 

Line of columns is formed from mass by the commaud 
1. Line of columns, or on (such) squadron line of columns, 
MARCH. 

COLUMN OF PLATOONS. 

156. CJolumn of platoons is a formation for march ani 
maneuver. In this order the squadron columns follow eaci 
other at a distance of 12 yards. The captains are on the rigi 
of the leaders of their first platoons. To avoid checks on tl^ 
march the distance between squadrons may be reduced, auj 
squadron commanders are further authorized to uncover iwi 
overlap the preceding squadron temporarily. 

The regiment being in line, in line of columns or in nias^ 
to break into column of platoons, the colonel commands 
1. Column or column on (such) squadron, 2. MARCH. The regi 
ment breaks into column behind the directing or designated 
squadron. 

DEPLOYMENT OF THE COLUMN OF PLATOONS. 

157. The column of platoons is formed to the front in 
mass, or in line of columns, or in line on the leading squadron, 
by the command: 1. Mass (or line of columns, or line), 2. 
MARCH. The deployment is made on the same principles as in 
the squadron (fan shape). When thei'e are five or six sqiiiuV 
rons, the second and third squadrons form on the right oi tlii 
first. 

158. To form mass to the right: 1. Mass to the right, 2. 
MARCH. The leading squadron changes direction to the right; 
the rear squadrons change direction successively so as to 
place themselves on the right of the first. 

To form line of columns to the right : 1. Line of columns '•' 
the right, 2. MARCH. 

To form line to the right: 1. Line to the right, 2. MARCH. 
Each squadron forms line to the right and takes its place. 
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159. Double ccrfumn Ig composed of two parallel columns 
of platoons with an interval of six yards. The two leading 

I squadrons are abrenst of each other and each is followed in 
ooirmn by the other squadrons of the half regiment to which 
it bslongs. 

The regiment being in line, in line of columns, in mass or 
in column of platoons to form double column: 1. Double col- 
umn, 2. MARCH. From line the center and left center squadrons 
advance In column of platoons and each is followed by the 

i other squadrons of its half regiment. The squadron columns 
in each half regiment are formed on their inner platoons and 
moved by the shortest line to their places in column. 

From line of columns or mass the center and left center 

I squadrons advance and the interval is closed on the center 

I (right center) squadron. 

From column of platoons the squadrons of the second (rear) 

I half regiment are led to their places in column on the left of 

I the right (leading) half regiment 

I The distance between squadrons is the same as In regimental 
column of platoons. 

The leading squadron of the right column Is the directing 
squadron. 

The colonel Is 30 yards In advance of the captain of the 
directing squadron. The lieutenant colonel Is 15 yards In 
rear of the colonel. The majors are on a line with the lieu- 
tenant colonel and In front of the outer flanks of the leading 
platoons of their respective half regiments. 

DEPLOYMENT OF THE DOUBLE COLUMN. 

160. The double column is formed in mass, line of columns, 
line of platoou columns, or line to the front by the command : 
1. Mas9 (line of column; line of platoon column; or line), 2. 
MARCH, The deployment of each half regiment Is made to- 
ward its outer flank on the leading squadron. The leading 
squadron of the left half regiment gains ground to the left 
and each squadron forms fan shape. 

161. To form line, line of platoon columns, line of columms, 
or mass to the flank: 1. Line (line of platoon column; line of 
columnSf or mass), to the right, 2. MARCH. The right squadrons 
form to the right on the directing squadron. The leading 
squadron of the left half regiment forms on the left of the 
right half regiment The rear squadron of the left half regi- 
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meDt forms od the right of the right half regiment Id case 
there are three squadrons in the left half regimait, the first 
two form on the left of the right half regiment; the tbird 
forms on the rigi^t, 

162. To march the double column to the rear: 1. To the rear, 
2. MARCH. The platoons of the left half regiment turn to th? 
left about; the platoons of the right half regiment turn to the 
right about If the march to the rear is to continue for some 
distance, the colonel directs the new leading squadrons to 
close to 6 yards and march abreast of each other; the other 
squadrons conform. 

163. To change direction, the colonel Indicates the new di- 
rection, or commands : 1. Column right (half right), or 1. Inctine 
to the right, 2. MARCH, The right leading squadron changes 
direction. The left leading squadron changes the gait and 
direction so as to march abreast of the right squadron. The 
squadrons in rear change direction on the same ground. 

ECHELON. 

164. The regiment forms echelon of squadrons on the center 
or on a flank squadron, or echelon of half regiments. 

Echelon formation permits advancing a wing to overlap tiie 
enemy, at the same time remaining ready to face him at any 
iustant or to avoid envelopment by refusing a flank. 

The intervals and distances are such as to enable the echelon 
to be faced to a flank and retain the echelon formation, but 
the colonel may increase or diminish them. 

165. The regiment is formed in echelon from any line forma - 
mations by the command: 1. On (such unit) in echelon, 2. 
MARCH. From colunm : 1. To the right in echelon of squadrons 
(half regiments), 2. MARCH. 

This command determines the form of the echelon and the 
size of the units composing it. 

The designated unit becomes the directing echelon and fol- 
lows the commander, or moves in the direction indicated by 
him, without change of formation. 

166. Being in echelon, to form lines: 1. Line, 2. MARCH; 
column is formed as from line formations. 

BOUTE COLUMN. 

167. The regiment Is formed in route column fff the com- 
mands: 1. Route column, or on (such) squadron, route column. 
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2. MARCH. The directing squadron (or tlie squadron desig- 
nated) brealss into route column behind the colonel; the 
f others follow In route column at 12 yards. The lender of 
the rear platoon of each squadron rides In rear of the right 
file. To form column of platoons: 1. Column of platoons, 2. 
MARCH, The leading squadron forms column; the other 
squadrons close successively and then form column. 

LINE OF PLATOON COLUMNS OB LINE OB COLUMN OF SQUADRON 

MASSES. 

168. In the different formations of the regiment. In lino 
or in echelons, the squadrons may be formed in line of platoon 
columns or in (squadron) mass, or the regiment may be 
formed in column of squadron masses. In column of squad- 
ion masses the distance l)etween squadrons Is 12 yards, unless 
otherwise indicated by the colonel. Officers and file closers 
reduce their distance from the ranks accordingly. 

I In line of platoon columns the squadrons nro placed as In 
'line formntlon: In line of ."^luadron masi^es the squadrons in 
mass are at Intervals of 12 ynrfs. 

The line of platoon columns (or the line of squndroii 
masses) favors deployment to the front and Is advantageous 
in utilizing the small folds of the terrain ; however, it is not 
favorable to a deployment to a flanli and Is more vulner.ible 
to artillery fire than line of squadron columns or extended and 
echeloned formations. The column of squadron masses is i:se(1 
for concentration in a sheltered position. 

The regiment marching in line of platoon columns (or squad- 
ron masses) ground may be gained to the right by the com- 
mand : 1. Squadron; right turn, 2. MARCH. 

THE BALLY. 

169. The rally of the regiment is executed in line, accord 
iug to the principles prescribed for the squadron. 

Tlie squadron which arrives first behind the colonel becomes 
the base squadron; the others echelon themselves to its right 
and left: 

THE ASSEMBLY. 

I 170. The assembly of tlie regiment is in mass and is exe- 
cuted at the command : ASSEMBLE, according to the principles 
prescribed for the squadron. 

97023'*— 13 4 
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THE CHABOE. 

171. The regiment executes the charge, conforming in a 
fceneral manner to what is prescribed in the Schools of the 
Squadron and of the Platoon. 

The outlined enemy is placed under the direction of an 
officer. 

172. The regiment marching in line, at the regulation gallop, 
sabers drawn, the colonel commands: TO ATTACK. The 
squadrons take the extended gallop and the directing squadron 
closes on the colonel who takes position on the left of the 
captain. The officers and noncommissioned officers accom- 
panying the colonel place themselves on his left. The other 
squadrons conform, to the principles prescribed for the School 
of the Squadron and support the directing squadron as closely 
as possible. 

At the command: CHARGE, repeated by all the officers and 
men, the squadrons launch themselves straight to the front 
and charge home. 

The coumiand: RALLY, is repeated by the officers. 

The squadrons are rallied in rear of the colonel. 

The squadron nearest to the colonel becomes the nucleus of 
the rally. It is of the utmost importance at this moment of 
the action to form, as quickly as possible, a unit in compact 
order so as to make or parry a new attack. 

EXTENDED ORDER. 

173. The formation of the regiment least vulnerable to 
artillery fire is a line of columns or echelons of columns with 
large intervals, moving at a rapid gait. 

To cross ground without cover and exposed to infantry fire, 
or to move from cover to cover, the colonel may throw for- 
ward the squadrons successively, in open order, the squadrons 
halting and reforming behind each cover. 

The colonel indicates to the squadrons the interval or the 
distance which must separate them, and to the directing 
squadron the objective, the gait, and the formation (which 
may be in extended order). The other squadrons follow the 
example of the directing squadron, but the captains may 
modify their formation according to circumstances. 

This expedient of taldng extended order should uuder no 
circumstances be employed if the regiment is menaced by an 
attack from cavalry. 
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SBGIHENTAL EXSBCISES. 

174. The regiment should be exercised: 

1. In moving and maneuvering at the extended gallop. 

2. In executing change of formation combined with a change 
of direction. 

3. In passing from one movement to another before the first 
Is completed. 

4. In ploying or deploying, protected by cover, without re- 
gard to regulation formations, intervals, or distances, in such 
a manner as to remain concealed or to execute a sudden 
attack from behind a crest. 

Such movements executed, if necessary, without gaining 
ground to the front, may be useful under special circum- 
stances to economize time or space, or when we wish to act 
by surprise. 

5. In crossing at an extended gallop, by platoons or squads, 
In single or double rank, ground assumed to be swept by fire, 
and in rallying at one or several points of cover selected in 
advance. 

8. In filtering in these formations across covered and wooded 
terrain, and in rallying under these same conditions. 

DlSMOUNTfea) ACTION. 

175. The regiment acting alone engages at least three squad- 
rons dismounted, and may hold the fourth as a mounted 
reserve. The led horses are, as soon as possible, assenibled 
within reach of their repective squadrons, or assembled in 
mass near the reserve and so faced as to permit of the quickest 
possible movement toward the dismounted men. 

The reconnolssance is made by the colonel, accompanied by 
the field officers, and the machine-gun commander. The com- 
bat groups dismounted are formed, engaged, and are again 
mounted on the principles prescribed In the School of the 
Hquadron. 

The regiment constitutes a force of sufficient size to be able 
to maneuver with success by combining to a certain extent 
fire action and mounted attack. The division into half regl- 
^ ments or into squadrons lends itself to this combination. 

The regiment, in connection with other troops, may be called 
tpofa to engage all its squadrons dismounted. 
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EMPLOYMENT OF THE BEGIMENT. 

176. Careful training in maneuvering in fighting formation 
is essential, for only those formations that have been con- 
stantly practiced are useful in war. Such training has for its 
object the preparation of the regiment for the different rOles 
which it may be called upon to fulfill, whether acting alone or 
with other troops. 

In these regulations it is possible to set forth general prin- 
ciples only; the application will vary with each particular 
case. 

It is the duty of the colonel to vary the hypotheses and to 
place his regiment in the different situations in which it might 
be found in a campaign. 

The regiment is above all the cavalry unit of attack; it 
combines the conditions of mobility and cohesion, in dispensa- 
ble to success in mounted action. 

It may be formed into an attacking line and a reserve, or 
into combat groups. A squadron may be employed for flank 
attack or as a flank guard. 

It may operate alone or as part of a larger unit, or it may 
be combined with troops of all arms. 

It seeks decisive results by dismounted action when mounted 
action alone would not obtain them. 

THE REGIMENT ACTING ALONE — MABCHES — UTILIZATION OF THE 

TERRAIN. 

177. When at a distance from the enemy, the regiment 
marches on the road or across country under cover of an ad- 
vance guard or of scouting patrols. 

On nearing the enemy the approach formations should be 
adapted to the terrain and to the end in view. 

The double column, making use of echelons and opening and 
closing at will, permits the regiment to take advantage of 
cover and utilize the avenues of approach. 

In open country, where they are exposed to surprise by fire, 
the double column and the column of platoons are to he 
avoided. The regiment then uses open formations; echeloned 
or extended line of columns, echelons, extended order. i 

COMBAT FATBOLS. i 

178. During the approach march, the regiment covers itedt 
to the front, rear, and on its flanks by combat patrols. 
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They operate with a variable radius of action, according to 
the terrain, and are constantly in touch with the regiment 

They continue in observation in the direction which has been 
indicated to them or on the flanks which they are ordered to 
protect. They warn the colonel of all attacks or of any move- 
ments of the enemy, so as to give him time to make his dispo- 
sitions. They continue their service of security during the 
entire duration of the action. 

GBOUND SCOUTS. 

179. Besides the ground scouts who ride in advance of each 
squadron, the colonel may have the regiment preceded at a 
greater distance by a group of scouts operating under the 
supervision of an officer. Their movements, signs, and signals 
let the colonel know the difficulties presented by the terrain 
and permit him to take up, in ample time, the necessary for- 
mations to pass around or to cross these obstacles. 

EECONNOISSANCE OF THE ENEMY. 

180. Under cover of the security patrols the colonel goes 
In advance of his troops in order to observe for himself the 
enemy and the terrain, and thus determine the preliminaries 
of the combat. 

The regiment remains in touch with him, ready to execute 
his orders and to join him. 

ATTACK AGAINST CAVALEY. 

181. In cavalry encounters, the colonel should seek to reach 
the most vulnerable point of the adversary, particularly his 
flanks, and to concentrate his greatest efforts on the chosen 
point of attack. 

The habitual formation for the attack comprises an attack- 
ing line and a teserve, the former containing the greater part 
of the force. 

Another fraction may, when necessary, be ordered to 
maneuver so as to support the attack. 

The advance guard, if it has not joined the main body before 
the attack, may be called upon to perform one or the other of 
these rOles. 
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The macbine-gun platoon may be used In this action as a 
pivot for tlie movement or disposed on the flank so as to 
cover possible rallying points with its fire. It should never 
be so placed that its fire will be masked by the advance of the 
attacking line. 

FLANK GtTAEDS — OrFENSlVE FLANK GROUPS. 

182. The unit designated for flank attack or flank guard 
should be detached from the flank Involved. 

When attacking in a formation other than echelons, the 
captain commanding a squadron on an unsupported flank may, 
upon his own initiative, detach a flank guar<l. 

ATTACKS AGAINST INFANTRY AND ARTILLERY. 

183. The regiment conforms to the principles set forth in— 

THE REGIMENT IN THE BRIGADE. 

184. The regiment as part of a larger unit devotes itself to 
the role assigned, or which falls to it in the course of the 
action, conforming to the principles previously laid down. 

When the regiment is placed on a flank, the colonel on his 
own initiative, when specific orders are lacking, assures the 
protection of this flank and the observation of the neighbor- 
ing zone. 

THE REGIMENT IN COMBINATION WITH TROOPS OF ALL ARMS. 

185. A regiment attached to a command composed of all 
arms scouts and fulfills the various missions which are in- 
trusted to it by the commander. 

When it has gained contact it reconnoiters the enemy^s posi- 
tion or his movements. 

At the same time it masks and protects the staffs officers in 
recooinoissance, advance guard/ and the battaliions of the first 
line in their deployment, batteries going into position, and 
opposes any enterprises of the hostile cavalry. 

As soon as the advance guard has deployed and the artil- 
lery has gone Into position, the re^ment withdraws from the 
front and takes position on one of the flanks. 

During the engagement the regiment is charged with CfiCr 
ploration and security at a distance from the flanks, keej^ in 
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Tiew the movements of the enemy, and opposes his enter 
prises — as, for instance, turning movements. The regimental 
commander maintains constant communication with the com- 
mander of the entire force. 

On the flanlis the regiment <?ooperate8 in the attack by turn- 
ing the enemy's flank; it pushes forward combat groups to 
tal^e in flank or rear the enemy already engaged ; it .seeks to 
surprise his nrtillery, etc. 

In the line between other bodies of troops it is held ready 
to support the infantry attacks, to intervene by squadrons or 
half regiments whenever a favorable opportunity presents 
itself, and, in particular, to take advantage of and complete 
the partial successes of the infantry attacks, being careful not 
to mask the fire of the attacking line. 

If hostile cavalry in superior numbers prevents the execu- 
tion of its various missions, it maneuvers so as to draw this 
cavalry under infantry fire. 

The enemy repulsed, the regiment takes up the pursuit, 
seeking to overlap his flank. 

In case of a reverse the cavalry sacrifices itself to cover tlie 
retreat of the other troops. 

The colonel must not hesitate to utilize dismounted fire 
action when that will best secure results, keeping in mind the 
mounted r61e that his regiment may be called upon to per- 
form, and the necessity that may arise for a gallop to a new 
position. 

188. In instruction, each maneuver should have a tactical 
object and be based on a simple and clearly defined hypothesis. 

It should always be terminated by an explanation of the 
means employed and a criticism of the. execution. 

The different arms are represented by troopers carrying 
pennants of different colors. An officer commands and has 
the necessary noncommissioned oflicers as assistants. 

In general, yellow represents cavalry; blue represent in- 
fantry ; red represents artillery. 

Four markers, boot to boot (as a set of fours), represent a 
squadron In column. 

Four markers, with intervals of 12 yards, represent a squad- 
ron in line. 

The markers serve first as fixed objective; later, they are 
given liberty of movement 



THE BBIGADE. 

187. A brii^de is composed of two regiments and a battery 
of horse artillery. 

It is employed alone or as part of a cavalry division. 

The Brigade Alone. 



FORMATIONS OF ASSEMBLY. 

188. The assembly of the brigade is made : 
In line of double columns. 

In line of maasea. 

In column of masses. 

It may be formed with variable distances and intervals. 
The assembly is made under cover from the observation and 
fire of the enemy. The service of security guards against 
surprise. 

THE ROUTE MARCH. 

189. The brigade marches in route like the regiment; the 
distance between regiments varies according to circumstances. 

When the ground will permit, the column of platoons may 
be employed with advantage to reduce the depth of the 
brigade. 

FORMATIONS OF MARCH OR MANEUVER. 

190. The formations in line of masses or in column of masses 
with variable intervals and distances serve to move the bri- 
gade under cover from one point of assembly to another. 
They are prohibited as maneuver formations on account of 
their vulnerability. 

The maneuver formations are : 

The line of double columns, with greater or less intervals. 

Tho double column. 

The line of columns. 

The echelon formations. 
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OOlfMAND — EVOLUTIONS. 

191. The general leads the brigade by placing himself at 
the distance of a squadron front in advance of the colon^ of 
the directing regiment. He goes wherever he thinks his pres- 
ence is necessary; if need be, the colonel of the directing regi- 
ment or some designated ofRcer takes his place in letiding the 
brigade. 

The general's orders are transmitted by agents of communi- 
cation; as a rule each regiment detaches for this purpose an 
officer and a trumpeter. 

The evolutions of the regiments in the brigade are similar 
to those of the squadrons in the regiment. 

When the brigade is in any line formation, the general des- 
ignates the directing unit The colonel of the regiment to 
which this unit belongs follows at a distance of squadron 
front behind the general. The colonel of the other regiment 
places himself in front of the squadron on his Interior flank. 

Before giving orders for deployment, the general should, 
whenever possible, put the brigade into an open formation. 
When the brigade is in column, the second regiment in form- 
ing line takes its place on the left of the first ; however, the 
general can indicate to it to move up on the right or to the 
right and left by half regiments. The first regiment faces 
the objective and deploys ; the second regiment uncovers itself 
by increasing the gait, and deploys when it has the necessary 
Interval ; it follows at first in echelons, then comes up on the 
line. 

FORMATIONS OF APPBOAGH. 

192. The most appropriate formations for the approach are 
the double column and the echelon formations. The brigade 
being in double column : OM THE FIRST HALF REGIMENT, TO 
THE LEFT FORM ECHELON. The general may direct the half 
regiments to form in mass. 

The double column allows the brigade to take advantage 
of inequalities of the terrain and to pass rapidly to an open 
formation. The brigade being in double column : FIRST REGI- 
MENT IN LINE OF COLUMNS; SECOND REGIMENT TO THE 
RIGHT AND LEFT IN ECHELONS OF HALF REGIMENTS. 

The echelon formations have the advantages of both shallow 
and deep formations, they allow the units to be engaged suc- 
cessively, and admit of immediate deployment in all direction 
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The flexibility of their march and the fluidity of the movement 
of the echelons lend themselves to advancing or refusing a 
flank and are esi)ecially suited to combiiled action of comliat 
groups. 

The brigade echelons are usually of half regiments; they 
may be of regiments; they are formed on the indication: 
M SUCH REOIMEKT, or, OK SUCH HALF HEOmEHT, IH ECHE- 
LOHS; or, TO THE RIGHT, IH ECHELOHS, as indicated in the 
School of the Regiment. 

The general indicates to the leading unit the formation to 
take, the direction, and the gait; the other echelons regulate 
on the leading echelon. 

The intervals and distances separating the echelons should 
be such as to permit of nipid deployment forward, in an 
oblique direction, or to the flank; however, when the deploy- 
ment is to be made to the front, the general may reduce the 
distances so as to increase the cohesion and force of the 
attack. 

If the deployment is to be made obliquely, the general di- 
rects the leading echelon so as to face the objective before 
giving the command for the deployment. 

In case of surprise, the general leads out and deploys the 
echelon most favorably placed to attack; the others support 
the attack. 

COMBAT. 

193. The brigade in action conforms to the principles laid 
down in — 
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